
From the Principal… 
Dear Families and Friends of Chinchilla Christian College, 

Musical 

Wow! I’m sure that if you saw our musical, Mary Poppins Jr., last weekend you would 

certainly agree that our students did an incredible job of performing on stage. The 

students’ singing, dancing and acting talents were amazing. They were supported  

extremely well by our Producer/Director Mrs Stef Burke and her team of volunteers 

who assisted with rehearsals, costumes, set design, props, lighting, music, microphone 

changes, and the list goes on. I would like to congratulate the students on the       

outstanding quality of their performances which were a direct result of their         

commitment to the musical. I would like to thank, from the bottom of my heart, Stef 

Burke and all the volunteers who helped out and allowed our students to shine. 

Significant Upcoming Events 

It is certainly a busy time of the year. As well as finishing units of work with our       

students, we have a number of significant events occurring up until the last day of 

school – Thursday 5 December. This morning we had students applying for leadership 

roles in 2020 give speeches in front of their peers, staff and families. This afternoon 

we held a Volunteers’ Afternoon to recognise the amazing contribution of our valued    

volunteers over the course of the school year.  

On Friday afternoon we will be holding the Junior Swimming Carnival for Prep – 9 year 

old students at the Chinchilla Aquatic Centre from 12:00 – 3:00pm. A letter has been 

sent out about this event and families are very welcome to attend.  

Next Monday we will be holding the End of Primary Celebration for Year 6 students 

who are about to embark on their transition into Secondary School. This event will be 

held in the MPC from 10:00 – 11:00pm. It will be a special time of celebrating the 

milestone of completing Primary School with the students and we are looking forward 

to their  families joining us for this event.  

Next Tuesday will be Step Up Day, which will allow students Prep – Year 6 to ‘step up’ 

to the next year level (Years 1 – 7) for a day to become familiar with their teacher next 

year, where possible, and the type of learning experiences they will be having. A letter 

detailing 2020 classes and teachers will be sent out by the end of this week. Tuesday 

is also our Secondary Community Service Day, where students in Years 7 – 9 will serve 

organisations in our community in a practical way.  

Next Wednesday is Break Up Day for our Primary classes and a normal school day for 

Years 7 – 9, as their Break Up Day will be on Thursday. Letters about these Break Up 

Days will be sent home soon.  

Next Thursday (the last day of the school year) is when we are holding our Primary 

and Secondary Awards Ceremonies at the Chinchilla Cultural Centre. The Primary 

event is taking place from 12:30 – 2:30pm and the Secondary event is taking place 

from 7:00 – 8:30pm. A letter regarding the Primary and Secondary Awards Ceremonies 

was sent out recently and families are strongly encouraged to attend.  

God Bless,              Mr Nathan McDonald              Principal 
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Upcoming Events 

Term 4 

• WEEK 1—WEEK 8          

Primary Swimming Lessons     

• WEEK 2—WEEK 8            

Year 8 Swimming Lessons 

• WEEK 8 Thurs 28—Fri 29 

Nov Year 11 Camp 

• WEEK 8 Thurs 28 Nov Prep 

Fairytale Performance 

• WEEK 8 Fri 29 Nov         

Last Day of Year 10 & 11 

• WEEK 8 Fri 29 Nov        

Junior Swimming Carnival 

• WEEK 9 Mon 2 Dec Kindy 

Christmas Breakup Party 

• WEEK 9 Mon 2 Dec Year 6 

End of Primary Morning Tea 

• WEEK 9 Tues 3 Dec Kindy 

Group A Breakup Day 

• WEEK 9 Tues 3 Dec Step 

Up Day 

• WEEK 9 Tues 3 Dec Sec 

Community Service Day 

• WEEK 9 Wed 4 Dec Primary 

Break Up Day Parties 
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I would like to take this opportunity to update you about staffing. We have 

some staff who have decided to move on at the end of the year to take up 

new opportunities. Miss Bonnie Gibson, who has worked as a Primary, Music 

and Secondary Mathematics teacher and oversaw our choirs, is wanting to 

undertake further studies in music overseas. Miss  Gibson has worked at the 

College for just over three years. Mr Jono Buchanan, who has worked as a 

Groundsperson and Chaplain, will be moving to Brisbane with his family. Mr 

Buchanan has worked at the College for three years. Mrs Nichole Barker, who 

taught Year 2 this year, will also be moving to Brisbane with her family. Mrs Barker has worked at the College for 12 

months. Mrs Renae Nicholson, who has been a Teacher Aide in Prep, will be moving to Western Australia to join 

her husband over there with his work. Mrs Nicholson has worked at the College for 12 months. Mr Andrew      

Cockerill, who has taught Secondary Sciences and worked as a Teacher Aide and Lab Technician, will be moving to 

Roma with his soon to be wife. Mr Cockerill has worked at the College for 12 months. I would like to sincerely 

thank all these staff for the dedication and care they have shown in the way they have carried out their work at the 

College. Their contribution has been significant and they will be greatly missed.  
 

As we move into next year, there will be a change made to the leadership structure. With the continued growth of 

the school, we will be moving to have a Head of Primary and a Head of Secondary. Mrs Melissa Dalton has been 

appointed as our new Head of Primary. Mrs Dalton has served in leadership roles in schools previously and is    

excited to be working with the staff and students in our Primary School next year. Mr Stuart Kenealy, who has been 

in leadership at the College the last two years, will be our new Head of Secondary (Deputy Principal). Mr Kenealy 

will be responsible for the staff and students in the Secondary School and has a heart to serve in any way he can. 

With this change, Mrs Robyn Lindsay who has served as the Primary Coordinator, has decided to work part time 

next year and will teach Year 4 alongside Mrs Tracey Liljegren. I would like to acknowledge the important contribu-

tion Mrs Lindsay has made to improving the Primary School while serving in leadership roles over the past three 

years. Also, Mrs Ashleigh Ogg who has served in leadership roles within Junior Secondary over the last two years, 

has decided not to continue in a leadership capacity next year. Mrs Ogg wants to focus on her teaching responsi-

bilities in both Junior and Senior Secondary. I sincerely thank Mrs Ogg for her loving service to the staff, students 

and families associated with Junior Secondary.  
 

We have some staff who want to move to part time work next year. I have already mentioned that Mrs Robyn  

Lindsay will be teaching Year 4 part time next year. Mr Michael Bracefield has indicated that he would like to move 

to part time work as a Secondary Teacher to enable him to pursue church ministry opportunities. Additionally, Miss 

Caley Wales will be moving to part time work as a Primary Teacher Aide to enable her to concentrate more on her 

studies to become a teacher.  
 

With the continued, significant growth of the College and some staff departing or moving to part time work, a 

number of new staff will be joining the Chinchilla Christian College family next year. Recently we have had Mr    

Gerhard Mortimer commence as a Groundsperson to do a hand over with Mr Buchanan. Mr Mortimer lives in Dalby 

and has enjoyed starting in his new role at the College. I have already mentioned Mrs Melissa Dalton coming on 

board as the Head of Primary. Her husband, Mr Tom Dalton, will also be joining us and will be our Pastoral Care 

Coordinator, a new leadership role at the College, as well as a Secondary Mathematics and Science Teacher. Mr 

Dalton has worked in pastoral care roles while teaching at his previous schools. Miss Rachel Adams will be moving 

across from Western Australia to teach Year 1. Miss Stephanie James will be returning to the College after working 

at a sister school in Ipswich to also teach Year 1. Mrs Katie Fulwood, who lives in Chinchilla and completed her 

studies to become a teacher this year, will be teaching Year 3. Miss Laura Dalton (who is Mr Dalton’s sister), will be 

moving across to us from Dalby Christian College and will be teaching Health and Physical Education in the Primary 

and Secondary Schools. Miss Dalton will be getting married during the Easter holidays next year, and to make it 

easier for everyone, will take on the teaching name of ‘Mrs Gaschk’ when she commences with us. Mrs Jessica 

Smith (nee Sells) grew up in Chinchilla and will be moving back to teach Secondary English and Humanities at the 

College. Ms Carol Ellwood, who will be moving from Brisbane, will predominantly teach Music in the Primary and 

Secondary Schools and lead the choirs. Mrs Michelle Alipio (whose husband works and children attend at the Col-

lege) will be a Teacher Aide in Prep. Ms Melissa Jackson, who lives in Chinchilla, will also be a Teacher Aide in Prep. 

Mrs Sandy Donovan also comes from Chinchilla and will work as Secondary Teacher Aide and a Science Lab Tech-

nician. Mr Jed Roberts will be travelling from Drillham each day to work as a Teacher Aide in Secondary. We are 

blessed to have these new staff coming to work at Chinchilla Christian College next year.  

Staffing Update From the Principal… 
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Parents and Friends 

Year 6 Assembly Item 

If you would like your student 

to join school banking, all you 

need to do is take your driver's 

licence and your child's birth 

certificate into the Common-

wealth Bank to open up a 

Youth Saver Account.  If you 

are already a customer, you 

can do this online. 

Your child can then hand in 

their deposit book with money 

to their teacher on Monday's. 

Students will receive a token 

for every week they make a           

deposit.  They can redeem 10  

tokens for a reward item. 

The P&F association receives 

$5 for every account opened as 

well as 5% of all monies 

banked. 

Monday Formal 

Tuesday Sport 

Wednesday Formal 

Thursday House 

Friday Sport 

Uniform days remain the same 

for Term 1, 2020 
 

 Prep—Year 12 

* This fundraiser is ongoing * 

Whenever you need labels for 

your children’s books, lunch box-

es etc, please us Bright Star Kids 

and nominate the College at 

checkout. 
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P&F Fundraiser 

Communications 

Year Event Type 

Year 4 Observatory Email 

Year 11 Camp Paper & Email 

Year 7—8 Community Service Day Email 

Year 6  End of Primary Celebration Email 

Primary Step Up Day Email 

Year 6 Step Up Day to Year 7 Email 

Music Instrumental Music for 2020 Email 

   

 

Year 6 have been learning about Elections and Government in class this 

term.  As part of their Assembly item, they conducted a Vote on “who 

should be Deputy Principal”.   
 

Students voted Henry Deller (Year 6) as the new Deputy. 

**Lost Property** 
Ballet Shoes—4 1/2 B 

Lots of drink bottles from Camps and Musical 

Please come and collect these from Reception before the end of Term 

Uniforms Term 1 2020 



Assembly 
Monday 18 November 
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Monday 25 November 
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Choir 

Choir Rehearsals 

Rehearsals for Senior choir are 

held every Monday and Friday 

at First Break.  

Rehearsals for Junior choir, for 

students from Prep to Year 4, 

are on Wednesdays at First 

Break.  

Are You Feeling Overwhelmed Today?  

D 

‘I am worn out from sighing and can find no rest.’ Jeremiah 45:3 NLT 

Some of the people we admire in Scripture experienced times when they felt 

‘worn out’, yet unable to rest. Jeremiah said, ‘I am overwhelmed with trou-

ble! Haven’t I had enough pain already? And now the Lord has added more! 

I am worn out from sighing and can find no rest.’ (Jeremiah 45:3 NLT) 

The psalmist put it this way: ‘I would have lost heart, unless I had believed 

that I would see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living.’ (Psalm 

27:13 NKJV) Then he goes on to say: ‘I cry to You for help when my heart is 

overwhelmed. Lead me to the towering rock of safety, for You are my safe 

refuge, a fortress where my enemies cannot reach me. Let me live forever in 

Your sanctuary, safe beneath the shelter of Your wings!’ (Psalm 61:2–4 NLT) 

If you’re feeling overwhelmed today, take a minute to pray this prayer: ‘Lord, 

it feels like the weight of the world is on my shoulders and I know this isn’t 

Your will. Teach me to cast my worries and concerns on You, knowing that 

You have promised to take care of me (see 1 Peter 5:7). Give me courage to 

change the things I can, grace to accept the things I can’t, and wisdom to 

know the difference. Never let me become so busy that I forsake my quiet 

time with You. Teach me to be still and know that You’re my God (see Psalm 

46:10). Thank You for being my refuge; a very present help in this time of 

trouble (see Psalm 46:1). In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen.’ 

SoulFood: Josh 1–4, John 14:1–14, Ps 118:10–18, Pro 28:1–4 

The Word for Today is authored by Bob and Debby Gass and published under licence from UCB 

International Copyright © 2019 

 

Uniforms  

Primary & Secondary  

The Uniform Shop will be open 

during the following times 

when school commences 

Monday and Tuesday 

Thursday and Friday 

• 8:30 am—9.30 am 

• 2:30 am—3:30 pm 

Wednesday 

• 8:30 am—3:30 pm 

If you are unable to make it    

during these times, please       

contact Mrs Tricia Smith direct 

on 4575 7171 to make an   

appointment. 

Swimming Term 4 

Thursdays 

Year 3          9:00am—9:40am 

Year 4          9:40am—10:20am 

Year 2          12:00pm—12:40pm 

Year 1          12:40pm—1:20pm          

Year 6         1:40pm—2:20pm 

Year 6  

 

End of Primary Celebrations 

 

Monday 2 December 

 

10:00—11:00 am 

 

MPC 

 

(Siblings in other year levels are 

welcome to attend) 

Prep 

 

Fairytale Performance 

 & Parent Showcase 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday 28 November 

 

11:50 am—1:00 pm 

 

MPC 

https://vision.org.au/the-word-for-today/2019/11/26/are-you-feeling-overwhelmed-today/
https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Jer%2045.3
https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Jer%2045.3
https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Ps%2027.13
https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Ps%2027.13
https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Ps%2061.2%E2%80%934
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%205.7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2046.10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2046.10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2046.1
http://vision.org.au/the-word-for-today/2019/11/26/todays-readings
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Josh%201%E2%80%934
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2014.1%E2%80%9314
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%20118.10%E2%80%9318
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2028.1%E2%80%934
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Mrs Yvette Brace-

field (Dip Arts, 

ATCL, ABRSM) will 

be working as a 

private music teacher at the 

College this year, offering 

individual singing and piano 

lessons on site during school 

hours. Twenty minute and 40 

minute slots are available, for 

$20.00 or $36.00 per lesson.  

Mrs Bracefield has been     

teaching music for seven 

years and loves passing on 

the gift of   music to students. 

Contact Yvette Bracefield for 

more information or to apply.  

Email: yvilor@gmail.com 

Mobile: 0477 684 755  

Buses 

Singing and Piano 
Lessons 

 

 

 

 

Please contact the College via 

SMS on 0429 558 100, phone 

4668 9777 or email— 

admin@chinchillacc.qld.edu.au if 

there are changes to your 

child’s normal Bus schedule 

or if they are new to the Bus. 

Absences 

Please contact Reception if 

your child will be absent by 

using one of the following: 

Instrumental Music 

2020 Instrumental Music 

Any students who have expressed interest in learning an instrument in next 

year's instrumental music program need to bring the nomination form to Mr 

Owen or the office as soon as possible.  
 

Forms are still available from Mr Owen for interested students.  Tests to place 

students on instruments and in bands will begin this week.   
 

Parents of current students are asked to let Mr Owen know via e-mail  

matthew.owen@chinchillacc.qld.edu.au if their child/ren wish to continue in 

the program in 2020. 
 

 

State Honours Ensemble Program 2020 

Congratulations to the following students, who have been awarded a place in 

the State Honours Ensemble Program (SHEP) Darling Downs in March 2020: 
 

Grant Dolbel (Percussion) 

Ryan Dolbel (Trombone) 

Sophie Evans (Flute) 

Danica McGrath (Clarinet) 

Bethany Prentice (Violin) 

Liberty Prentice (Viola) 

Erin Redgwell (Flute) 

Abigail Schloss (Voice) 

Angela Taylor (Voice) 

Above: Libby Prentice (Year 11) and Ryan Dolbel (Year 11) receiving their    

certificate for  Brisbane SHEP in 2019. 

mailto:yvilor@gmail.com
mailto:admin@chinchillacc.qld.edu.au
mailto:matthew.owen@chinchillacc.qld.edu.au
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What have we been learning about in Secondary Dance? 

A busy term was had by all in choreographing their own dances individually or in teams.  Year 7 completed a unit on 

Dance Cultures and learnt the art of Line Dancing.  Year 8 spent time researching and choreographing the dance  

culture of ‘Hip-Hop’ and Year 9/10 were discovering the dance style of ‘Contemporary’.  

Fun was had by all!  Check out the photo gallery below. 
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What have we been learning about in Year 6? 

In week four of this term the year 6 students travelled down to Burleigh Heads for camp. We had a lot of fun tubing and raft 

building and walked through the beautiful national park. Students also had the opportunity to take a day trip to Brisbane and 

visit Parliament House. This linked in well to the unit we are currently studying in class on Australian Government. Students 

cemented their knowledge of the House of Representatives before coming back to school and having a visit from Colin Boyce, 

our representative for Callide.  They were able to ask questions about parliament and what led him into politics. Overall, our 

year 6 class as been busy learning what it means to be an Australian citizen.  



Mary Poppins Musical 
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Goodbye Mary 
With every job when it’s complete, there is a sense of bittersweet, 

That moment when you know the task is done. 
 

What a week!  A huge effort by all.  Thank you so much to the cast and crew of Mary 

Poppins Jr.  Your dedication and commitment to seeing the musical through was 

amazing.  To our wonderful College families and staff, this musical would not have 

happened without your ongoing encouragement and support throughout the year.  

You have all made this musical ‘practically perfect in every way’. 
 

God Bless, 

Stef Burke Director  

 

PS There are few Musical Shirts still available for sale at Reception.  3 x Medium, 1 x XL, 1 x Small and 1 x Child 4. 

$25 a shirt.   



Edumate Portal and Mobile App 
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Term 4 Calendar      Weeks 1 - 9 

WEEK EVENT NAME DATE 

WEEK 8 Music End of Year Celebration Wednesday 27 November 

WEEK 8 Prep Fairy-tale Performance Showcase Thursday 28 November 

WEEK 8 Year 5/6 Parent Showcase Thursday 28 November 

WEEK 8 Year 1 Parent Showcase Thursday 28 November 

WEEK 8 Year 11 Leadership Camp Thursday 28 November—Friday 29 November 

WEEK 8 Last Day of Year 10 and Year 11 Friday 29 November 

WEEK 8 Junior Swimming Carnival Friday 29 November 

WEEK 9 Kindy Christmas Breakup Party Monday 2 December 

WEEK 9 Year 6 End of Primary Morning Tea Monday 2 December 

WEEK 9 Kindy Group A Breakup Day Tuesday 3 December 

WEEK 9  Step-Up Day Tuesday 3 December 

WEEK 9 Secondary Community Service Day Tuesday 3 December 

WEEK 9 Primary Break-up Day/Class Parties Wednesday 4 December 

WEEK 9 Primary and Secondary Awards Ceremonies Thursday 5 December 

WEEK 9 Secondary Break-up Day/Class Parties Thursday 5 December 

WEEK 9 Kindy Group B Breakup Day  Thursday 5 December 

WEEK 9 Student Free Day Friday 6 December 

Events are summarised each fortnight on the front page of the Newsletter and all Events are listed on our 

website calendar for the Term at https://www.chinchillacc.qld.edu.au/events-news  

https://www.chinchillacc.qld.edu.au/events-news
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CONTACT US    P:  (07) 4668 9777 
PO Box 242    E:  admin@chinchillacc.qld.edu.au 

Chinchilla  QLD  4413   W: www.chinchillacc.qld.edu.au 

Community Events 
Christmas in Chinchilla is set to 

be bigger and brighter than 

ever this year!   
 

To help kick off the launch of 

the Chinchi l la  L ions 

Club inaugural Christmas Light 

Show, Council will be hosting 

the annual Mayoral Christmas Carols on the same night. 

Come along to the family-friendly event to celebrate the 

Christmas season in style. 

DETAILS 

5pm to 8pm—Saturday 14 December 

Chinchilla Botanic Parkland, Canaga Street Chinchilla 
 

Sing along to carols presented by talented local artists 

while enjoying a range of Christmas crafts and activities, 

or take an adventure through the park and wonder at 

the beautiful scenery lit up with lights. 
 

The Chinchilla Botanic Parkland will also be home to the 

brand-new 13 metre Christmas Tree which will be lit up 

for all to enjoy.  Food and beverages will also be      

available to purchase on the night. 
 

A huge shout-out to all the local community groups and 

businesses contributing to this event! 

mailto:admin@chinchillacs.qld.edu.au
http://www.chinchillacs.qld.edu.au
https://www.facebook.com/ChinchillaChristianCollege

